
 

	
	
	
	
This month I am doing a series of short reviews of what I’ve been reading for fun this summer.  
Next month I’ll provide a review of Hammond’s 4th edition of The Basics of Crystallography and 
Diffraction.  

The Wright Brothers by David McCollough, Simon & Schuster; 2015, New York, 336 pages,  
ISBN-13: 978-1476728742. 

McCullough has the ability to make history come alive and this book is a great example. It is the 
story of how the Wright Brothers went from bicycle makers to the inventors of powered flight. I 
always knew that the Wrights had to have a lot of intestinal fortitude to get off the ground, but I 
never knew how savvy they were about protecting their intellectual property and their business 
interests.  

Seveneves by Neal Stephenson, William Morrow, 2015, New York, 880 pages, ISBN-13:  
978-0062190376 

The book starts off with the moon splitting into seven chunks for no apparent reason. This sends 
mankind into a frenzy to do what it can to save itself. From the page count it is obviously a long book 
but worth the read, if you like good science fiction. You’ll notice the title is a palindrome – there is a 
reason, but I won’t spoil it for you. 

Elon Musk, Ashlee Vance, HarperCollins, New York, 2014, 400 pages, ISBN-13: 978-0062301239. 

Stan Ovshinsky, founder of Osmic and Energy Conversion Devices, when asked in an interview 
about his batteries, said in Who Killed the Electric Car?, “We are changing the world, not with guns 
and bullets, but with technology.” As I read Elon Musk, those words came to mind and made me 
realize Musk is doing exactly what Ovshinsky started to do. Here you’ll follow Musk’s path from 
childhood in South Africa to Tesla and SpaceX. I love the line, “I want to die on Mars, just not on 
impact.”  

The Geek Atlas: 128 Places Where Science and Technology Come Alive, John Graham-Cumming, 
O’Reilly Media, Sebastapol, CA, 2009, 544 pages, ISBN-13: 978-0596523206. 
 
This book came out in 2009 but I caught an interview with the author on SciFri and bought a new 
copy for my wife. However, I could not let it sit on the kitchen table without going through it. In 
addition to providing the 128 locations, a description of the significance of each location is given. 
They are spread all over the world, with about 1/3 in the US and another 1/3 in the UK. I bought the 
hardcopy for my wife but I will buy a Kindle version for myself for my travels. By the way, the 
closest locations to the Philly ACA meeting are the Princeton Institute for Advanced Studies and the 
Horn Antenna (used in the discovery of the cosmic microwave background by Penzias and Wilson) 
in Holmdell NJ. 
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