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Soonish is a marriage of science fact and science humor, which makes sense, given that the 
authors, a scientist and a comic strip creator, are married. 
 
They divided the book into three sections: the universe, stuff, and you. Translation: space 
exploration, gadgets and robots, and human biology. 
 
In The Universe, Soonish, the authors detail everything from the impracticalities of a space 
elevator, to the pitfalls and potential struggles of asteroid mining, to Elon Musk and his SpaceX 
program. Aside from the practicality of execution, the main roadblock on the highway to space 
exploration is cost. Although, as the authors casually observe: if you stopped worrying about 
getting explorers back to Earth alive, you could cut a lot of the costs. 
 
Next, in Stuff, Soonish, fusion power, augmented reality, and robots take the lead, along with 
programmable matter (it’s exactly what it sounds like: both perplexing and riveting) and 
synthetic biology (CRISPR!*). Fusion power seems a long way off for practical reasons but,  
if it could be achieved, what a way to power your microwave (and fridge and toaster and pretty 
much everything else). Augmented reality--anyone who has been run over by an overeager 
Millenial or Gen Z teenager playing Pokémon Go knows the pitfalls--has numerous applications, 
and not all of them involve playing app-based phone games. Robots, the authors somewhat 
jokingly posit, are going to take over in 2027. The sooner you accept that inevitability, the 
sooner you can be open to the incredible advances in robotics and how they can help you  
in the next decade. 
 
Finally, in You, Soonish, the human body takes the stage--namely precision medicine and 
bioprinting. Every person’s body processes prescription medication and treatments in a different 
way. Two people with Stage 3 cancer can be given the exact same drug regimen: one might 
survive while the other does not. The idea behind precision medicine is that by studying a 
patient’s DNA--and even potentially modifying it--you can cure someone of a chronic condition 
before they even present symptoms. And, as for bioprinting, it presents a possible solution for a 
real problem. Roughly one person dies every hour in the United States waiting for an organ--
liver, heart, lung, kidney, take your pick. That’s over 8,000 people per year, just in the U.S. The 
U.S. only accounts for 4.4% of the world population--you can do the math. 3D-printing of cells, 
and, eventually, whole organs, means dying people around the world won’t have to wait for 
someone to donate an organ (whether by generosity or death) to survive. 
 
The intermittent comics add a colorful and playfully sardonic tone to a book that covers 
emergent technologies with a combined sense of wonder, skepticism, and even a healthy dose 
of fear. Soonish is a fun look at the future of technology, which like the present and the past, 
isn’t always fun. 
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